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This course is designed to support you as a literacy teacher in elementary school to:
enhance your knowledge base, refine your literacy assessment and instructional
skills, and prepare you to teach literacy to children. This course will focus on your
capacity to conduct assessments with and teach children (in grades 1-6) whose

FP PR language is not their first languages.
Course You will be introduced to a theoretical perspective that values the social nature of

Description |learning. You will also engage in authentic practice and participation in reading and
writing. This process approach to teaching and learning mirrors real-life literacy
experiences. We will focus more specifically on reading instruction. Topics for the
course range from learning about and valuing language use at home and in the
classroom to the links between reading and writing.
At the end of this course, you will be able to:
1. understand theories of children’s reading and writing development.

‘ 2. understand factors that may influence a child’s reading and writing development

AR R |3, implement strategies for building fluency

Course 4. implement strategies for teaching phonics

Objectives |5 jdentify skills for vocabulary and reading comprehension instruction
6. demonstrate the connection between reading and writing
7. apply skills in a real situation by working with children
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Leading discussion: 20%

For the assigned chapters, all students are responsible to read them prior to the
classes. In each week, one group will post at least five questions on e-learning three
days prior to the classes. In class, the group will need to summarize the chapter and
lead class discussion based on the questions they have posted earlier.

Participation and Demonstration: 20%

There will be some practices or in-prompt demonstrations in class. You will be asked
to 1) practice some activities mentioned in the textbook; and 2) design reading or
writing activities throughout this semester.

Midterm paper: 30%

Observe and work with an elementary school student who is making average
progress in reading and writing a second language (English in this case). Schedule at
least 10 lessons over a 5 week period. Arrange to work with the child for 20-30
minutes each time. In the first period, you can observe and evaluate this learner’s
reading and writing proficiency. Have the child read something in English at an
instructional reading level and have the child write a sentence or 2 to respond to what
he/she has read. Help the child as necessary so the activities are not frustrating or
difficult to complete, but don’t interact too quickly. Your goal is to observe and
record the processes of the child’s reading and writing English. Focus on observable
behaviors. From your observations, establish what you think are important hallmarks
of literacy learning within this child and illustrate how you plan to implement some
teaching activities to improve this learner’s literacy ability. Apply and practice
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reading theories and activities you have learned in class to your target learners.
Record your teaching procedure, your learner’s learning progress, your evaluation.

Final paper: 30%

Design a series of reading and writing activities that may facilitate the child’s
learning in English reading and writing. Schedule at least 12 teachings over a 6 week
period. Arrange to work with the child for 30-40 minutes each time. Have the child
work with you in the reading and writing activities you have designed. Your goal is
to teach and record the learning processes of the child’s reading and writing English.
Focus on observable behaviors. From your teachings and observations, illustrate how
the activities you have designed help the child learn reading and writing in English.
You will also include your activity plan, weekly schedule, teaching materials, and
samples of the child’s performance.
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1. Attendance is required, and will be accounted into your term grade. Repeatedly
arriving late or leaving early may be considered an absence. More than six hours
of unexcused absences will result in failure of the course.

2. Late arrival: 10 minutes after the class has begun, constitutes an absence for that
class hour.
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1. Cell phones must be turned off during class.
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2. Pop quizzes may be given at any time at the discretion of the instructor and will
not be made up.
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3. Absence from class must be accounted for with a doctor or parent’s written note.
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4. Late submission of assignments will not be accepted or deducted 20% or
one-grade.

T YL 4 20% o
5. Format of assignments:
R
= All assignments must be typed.
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=  Times New Roman
¢ * Times New Roman = %%
= Font: 12
FRE S 12
=  Double-spacing
2T
7. Students may not eat/drink during class.
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Textbooks

Elish-Piper, L. & L’Allier, S. K. (2013). Literacy strategies for teacher candidates.
Person.

Peregoy, S. F., & Boyle, O. F. (2001). Reading, writing, & learning in ESL.
Longman.

Nation, I. S. P. (2009). ESL/EFL reading and writing. Routledge
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# zx(Remarks) [The syllabus and the class requirements are subject to change. They will be
announced in class or posted online.
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Date Units A Assignments, Tests and Remarks
pproaches
Others
Introduction Lecture and Peregoy & Boyle Ch.1  |2/18 School starts.
2017-2/21 Discussion (Morning off)
Learning to read in Lecture and Nation Ch. 1
2124-2128 another language Discussion
Development phases in |Lecture and P&B Ch. 7 p.267-303
3/03-3/07 5 reading Discussion
Development phases in |Lecture and P&B Ch.6 p. 202-223
3/10-3/14 5 writing Discussion
3/17-3/21 Hpme literacy/work Lgcture 'and P&B Ch. 5 p.170-176
with parents Discussion
Learning to recognize |Lecture and Nation Ch. 2
3/24-3/28 and spell words Discussion
3/31-4/04 Assessing reading and  |Lecture and Nation Ch. 6;
writing Discussion P&B Ch. 10 p.384-401
Techniques for teaching Elish-Piper & L’ Allier
basic decoding, Lecture and
4/07-4/11 phonemic awareness & |Discussion
phonics
4/14-4/18  |1* paper report Presentation
Principle of vocabulary [Lecture and Elish-Piper & L’ Allier
4/21-4/25 instruction Discussion
Techniques for building |Lecture and Elish-Piper & L’ Allier
4/28-5/02 fluency Discussion
Reading strategies and |Lecture and Elish-Piper & L’ Allier
5/05-5/09 . . X .
reading comprehension |Discussion
5/12-5/16 Reac_ilng strategies af‘d Demonstration
reading comprehension
. Lecture and P&B Ch.5, p.176-184;
5/19-5/23  |Promote literacy Discussion Nation Ch. 4
: . Lecture and Nation Ch. 7
5/26-5/30 |Helping learners write Discussion P&B Ch. 6 p.223-245
Techniques for teaching |Lecture and Nation Ch. 8
6/02-6/06 writing Discussion
Topic types and Nation Ch. 9 & 10
: . Lecture and
6/09-6/13  [responding to written Discussion
work
6/16-6/20 |Final paper Presentation




